SOCIALISTS PROPOSE "A UNION FOR THE BLACK SEA"
Leading Socialist MPs Jan Marinus Wiersma and Hannes Swoboda today introduced the idea of "A Union for the Black Sea" into a parliament report seen as a crucial for the development for the Union's strategy towards its Eastern neighbours.
"The launch of the Mediterranean proposal by the Commission needs to be mirrored by an initiative for the East", said Mr, Wiersma."The Black Sea basin is as important for the European Union as the Mediterranean."
"The EU needs a firmer strategy for the development of its relations with the countries to the East", said Mr. Swoboda, "So far our policy has been too modest The legitimate expectations of our Eastern neighbours, but especially the many challenges in the region, call for something different from the Neighbourhood Policy".
Last week Sweden and Poland presented their proposal for an Eastern Partnership. Although Mr, Swoboda and Mr. Wiersma said they welcomed the idea, they stressed that their proposal was different. Cooperation in the region should go beyond strengthening relations with the European Union, " The goal should be to find common solutions for the problems facing the region, for instance environmental and migration issues, but also security matters", said Mr, Swoboda. "That is oniy possible if we involve Turkey and Russia too".
The Euro MPs underlined that there should be a strong role for Turkey. " Turkey could play a pivotal role in both Unions and make a big contribution to the European Union's efforts and aims in the region", said Mr. Swoboda and Mr. Wiersma. They stressed that this was independent from the country's EU membership bid.
Said Mr. Swoboda: "If Turkey plays an active and constructive role together with the EU and the other states around both seas, that would show how important the country is for the European Union, It would greatly help Turkey's accession process".
The proposal also says that Russia should be involved as much as possible." Some of the problems in the region can be solved only if we can sit around the same table with Russia", said Mr. Wiersma.
The idea has been endorsed by the report's author, German Christian Democrat MP Elmar Brok.
A paper outlining the idea will be presented to the press next week and will be made available on the Socialist Group's website: www.socialistgroup.eu 
