Dear Mr. Secretary General,

The European Parliament hosts, starting the 26th of May, in the corridor space next to the members' restaurant, an exhibition under the patronage of MEP Zsolt Becsey. The exhibition is called: "Laboratory of diversity: centuries of multiculturalism in Bacska and Banat area".

By this exhibition with a respectable name, which at the same time deplores the "injustice" done to Hungary by the Trianon peace (by 'injustice' meaning giving the territory of Vojvodina to the Serbian State), the Hungarian colleague organising the event, as well as Otto von Habsburg (who sent some opening remarks), contend that the Hungarian independence obtained at Trianon was overshadowed by the recognition of the new State in too tight borders.

This reasoning is similar to the one that is heard these days in some Serbian circles, according to which the recognition of Kosovo's independence was done by considering too large borders and that independence could eventually be accepted if the kosovar territory should diminish.

In the end, on substance, we are dealing with the same type of reasoning that provides for no argument in favor of promoting such an exhibition under EP auspices. We are not opposed to expressing one's opinion on historical issues, but we do not see why these kinds of specific activities should be tolerated at the European Parliament. What happens if everyone brings its own history-related frustrations into discussion?

By the latest EU accession waves, Europe has abandoned the Versailles era. Hungarian MEPs coming from Romania or Slovakia speak Hungarian when addressing the EP. Magyar citizens are free to make investments or to purchase land in EU countries, including Romania and Slovakia. The Hungarian communities from neighbouring countries to Hungary can learn they native language in school and can use it in the administration.

Is Trianon still relevant in such conditions and why should it be mentioned with a self-victimising note? This self-victimising influences negatively the Hungarian spirit and creates unjustified anti-Magyar fears and reactions at neighbouring peoples. Let us not forget that EU accession is supposed to lead to encompassing national conflicts within a trans-national democracy.

Please reflect, Mr Secretary General, if, by hosting such events, the European Parliament really promotes European values.

Kind regards, 
Adrian Severin 

MEP

Head of the Romanian Social-Democrat Delegation in the European Parliament
